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Rochelle Ballard—Kauai Pride
Wrenna Delgado—Jersey Shore to North Shore
Bethany Hamilton—Gotta Have Faith
Maya Gabeira—She’s So Tough

Keala Kennelly—Not Fearless, Bold
Andrea Moller—Waterwoman

Leah Dawson—Soul Salvation

Mercedes Maidana—A Concussionary Tale
Easkey Britton—Irish Up

Alana Blanchard—Born This Way
Bianca Valenti—Cold Sweat

Paige Alms—Maui Wowie!

Alison Teal—The Adventuress

Sally Fitzgibbons—The People’s Chan
Rosy Hodge—The Face, the Voice |

Janet Macpherson—Surfis
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Okay, it's 13:21 p.m. Hawaiian time on Saturday, December 17 and this book is
almost pau—that means “done” in Hawaiian. | am upstairs at Kekoa Collective in
Ward Center, across from my boat in Kewalo Basin. | just finished proofing this
book on Dewey Doan's big iMac—because my Chromebook doesn’t like Word
(and neither do | really. Google Docs are the way to go). | would like to thank
Dewey for the use of the office, and the computer, and the peace and quiet, and
the chocolate-covered macadamia nuts.

This book is almost pau and that’s a good feeling. There are a lot of people
to thank.

Should | do that back to front, front to back or off the top of my head,
stream-of-consciousness style?

Going back to front, thanks to Dewey Doan and his staff at Kekoa Collective.
Thanks to Meredith Dias, Paulette Baker, David Legere, Sheryl Kober, Neil Cotterill,
Melissa Evarts, and anyone else at Falcon Publishing involved in getting this book
proofed, laid out, and done.

Of course, thanks to all of the women involved. All 17 of the women here
cooperated in the writing and editing of their profiles. | am very, very careful
when it comes to laying down people’s lives, so thanks to all 17 of the women,
but also Becky and Tom Hamilton for help with Bethany’s profile and also Alana
Blanchard’s. Tami Gabeira for help with Maya Gabeira’s profile, and also Carlos
Burle and Rosaldo Cavalcanti and others who know Maya'’s story.

Thanks to Rochelle Ballard, Wrenna Delgado, Keala Kennelly, Andrea Moller,
Leah Dawson, Mercedes Maidana, Easkey Britton, Bianca Valenti, Paige Alms, and
Alison Teal for looking over their copy and making sure it was all accurate.

Special thanks to Martin Fitzgibbons for his help with Sally’s profile. Very
appreciated. ¥

Also thanks to Peter Mel, Tara Mel, Shaun Tomson, and Nick Carroll for ch1m-
ing in on Rosy Hodge, and also to Rosy for answering all those pesky-emails.:.
the busiest gal in show business. v

Many thanks to Janet Macpherson for all she has done for a poo
the years. Hopefully her profile in this book is some kind of paybac y
to Rachelle Hruska and Sean Macpherson for the family pho
“Jonie” Mead in New Zealand for that Kiwi shot. '




Norris, Jeff Nighswonger, Vanessa Slravo, Libby
Farrer, and everyone else | forced the profiles on, and
and give feedback. ; :
Apologies to Lucia Griggi for blowing my top more than a fe

him for his financial help.
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No words needed, Teahupoo
Photo: Tim McKenna

N I RODUCTEIGIN

In September 2011, Keala Kennelly was badly injured and nearly
killed after a wipeout at Teahupoo—aka Chopes—an outer reef
on the island of Tahiti that breaks with great vengeance and furi-
ous anger over unforgiving coral. Kennelly had successfully rid-
den giant waves during the famous Code Red swell on August
27. A few days later Kennelly was invited by Bruce Irons to surf
in a special memorial heat for his brother Andy Irons during the
Billabong Pro Men’s World Championship Tour Event.
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really bad happening.” 4
On this day, something really bad happened. Kan
on a just-overhead wave. Her face slammed into the

must have been a very long, two-hour ride. Surgeons repatredt )
anesthetized her to remove pieces of coral embedded in her skulh an"
placed sixty to eighty stitches in her face and ten in her skull. T
This was a serious injury to a highly skilled surfer, and the shockmg phﬂ’ :
Keala's reef-wracked face went around the world. If Kennelly never surfed

healed, and it was time to work on the mental damage.
Kennelly was ready to get back on the dragon that mauled her.

RETURN TO CHOPES

In May 2013 Keala returned to Teahupoo. “I came back and si
waves at Chopes up until that point and got the best barrel
in an e-mail. “I won the Women'’s Performance award at the XXL
that next year (2014).” ‘

back at Teahupoo on a day algebraically blgger a ,
nearly killed her. She flew to Tahiti, land
island, loaded her tow board into a |
hoping to take a rope from one of :

That’s how Keala Kennelly rolls. S
Kennelly travels ona ‘win‘g-"a,n'd




one—and made history.

SWALLOWED
She remembered the time to surfermag.com:

| had to come into it real straight-on because when it sucks below sea
level, it creates a trench that you don’t want to come at sideways. If you
do, you can catch a rail. Once | got through that trench, | bottom-turned
up into the barrel and stuck my line. | was pretty determined to make it
out of the barrel, but the wave turned mutant. The west bowl| bent b,aGK B!
at me at a 45-degree angle right as the bottom of the wave droppe'df}éut-'.-?
It just swallowed me whole. :

through me, part of me wanted to go back out and get ano
| was bleeding and in a lot of paln ‘ :




Keala dances with the dragon, tow
surfing at Pe’ahi/Jaws on Maui
Photo: Erik Aeder

And on April 23, 2016, at The Grove in Anaheim, California, Kennelly accom-
plished what no other woman had done before: She won an XXL award in a cat-
egory open to both men and women.

WORD FOR WORD

Kennelly took the stage to a lustful roar from the respectful crowd. Her speech
was so heartfelt and good that it's worth repeating, word for word. Imagine these
words, with Keala repeatedly interrupted by roars from the crowd and her own
nervous, stoked giggles:

Introduction xi




